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Downtown tour
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Jaylen Brown, 9, a fourth- grader at Chrysler Elementary School, recites his paam “The Red Frog” at the in-
sideQut gala that featured readlngs and rec;tatlons by student poets and writers.
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Literary arts
project boosts
student talent
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Most of InsideOut's pro- -

gramming takes place in class-

rooms, during the school day.

DeLila Sandlin’s " 10th-grade
English class had ‘poet “Miss
“Sherry” every Tuesday at the
Detroit Academy for Women.
It was a confidence booster for
Sandlin, 15, of Detroit when her
poem on shoe shopping was in-

cluded in the project’s “A Poem
aDay” calendar. .

Cass Tech High School holds
its weekly InsideOut session
from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. “City-
wide Poets and Literary Maga-
zine Publication Center are the
two after-school programs at
Cass,” said Peter Markus of
Trenton, the school’s senior
writer.

One Citywide Poet is Cass
senior Andrew Hawke of De-
troit. He received the Lotus
Press Prize this year for writ-
ing “Heritage,” a poem original-
ly published in the Cass literary.
magazine. He won a Michigan
Youth Arts Festival certificate
in poetry after InsideOut sub-
mitted his poem, “Burning and
Dodging.”

“I'm thankful InsideOut was
there to help me grow as a writ-
er ‘and photographer,”" said
Hawke. “It’s helped me in ma-

poem, “Hidden In My Heart.”

turing.”

Cass Tech senior and De-
troit resident Joshua Tuck pre-
viously won the Lotus Press
Prize. His mother, Phillipha
Tuck, said that InsideC
“helps our kids and gives the
a focus. It lifts them up.”

Student writers from the 27
K-12 schools were recognized at
InsideOut’s annual Gala on
May 22 at the Gem Theatre in
Detroit. About 450 attended.
The evening included student
readers, live music and art and
literary displays.

InsideOut receives funding
from various sources. One sup-
porter is Michael Flora & Asso-
ciates in Troy. “Because we are
an advertising agency, we un-
derstand how important writ-
ing is,” said Kara Hocking,
executive vice president.

After being invited by a cli-
ent to an InsideOut poetry
reading, she said, “we were
completely astonished at the

From Gohghtly Education Center, Mtcah Lee,9,a th;rd rader, reads her
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way the organizationhas trans-

‘formed the kids" lives. We feel

strongly that’ students in- the
Detroit Public Schools really
benefit from this.” )
Asafounding member’of the
national Writers in the Schools
Alhance, “InsideQut is dedicat-
ed to fostering this vital work in
schools .in other districts and
other communities around the
country, most especially with
‘underserved’ children and
youth,” said Blackhawk.
Writer Markus agrees: “Ev-
ery student in America —- not
only in Detroit — needs the
kind of exposure to poetics that

-the InsideOut writers bring to

the schools we currently serve.
The imagination needs tobe fed
and fostered, or else it'll simply
dryup and fade away. If you ask
a kid to dream, he’ll dream.”

For information on the InsideQut
Literary Aris Project, call 815-965-

2500
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